BILL FINALIZED 


GOP shores 
up support 
for overhaul 
of tax code 


With Midlands lawmakers 
and Rubio on board, 
Congress is expected to 
enact proposal next week 


By Joseph Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON Republi- 
cans are poised to enact the most 
sweeping overhaul of the nation’s 
tax code in more than three de- 
cades. 

After intense last-minute nego- 
tiations, Republicans on Friday 
unveiled a final version of their tax 
bill that takes the ax to many tax 
breaks, spares others and creates 
whole new ones. 

Lawmakers will vote on the pro- 
posal next week, with all nine Re- 
publican members of the House 
and Senate who represent Nebras- 
ka and western Iowa expected to 
support it. 

The plan eliminates personal 
exemptions and a slew of item- 
ized deductions but nearly doubles 
the standard deduction in a bid to 
make tax filing simpler and to re- 
duce rates. 

On net, Republicans believe 
the changes will lower most peo- 
ple’s taxes. But there will be many 
Americans who see their taxes go 
up, particularly those in high-tax 
states such as New York, New Jer- 
sey and California. 

Democrats have blasted the tax 
plan, accusing it of showering cor- 
porations with lower taxes at the 
expense of driving up the debt and 
giving only temporary and uneven 
benefits to the middle class. 

Public opinion polls show that 
many Americans share this view, 
but Republicans have persisted, 
with many believing it will lead to 
a surge in economic growth and 
buoy their prospects going into the 
2018 midterm elections. 

Some of the individual provi- 
sions in the bill: 

» State and local tax deduc- 
tions are preserved, but capped at 
$10,000. 

» The estate tax remains, but 
the income exempted would dou- 
ble to $22 million. 

» Universities and nonprof- 
its will have to pay an excise tax 
on employees making more than 
$1 million. For schools such as the 
University of Nebraska with high- 


See Taxes: Page 2 


To make 
donations: 
Online: Omaha. 
com/goodfellows 
Mail: World-Herald 
Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St., 
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102 
Donations to date: $332,388.20 
Story in Midlands 
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‘Downsizing has local debut at Dundee Theater 
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PAYNE GIVES OMAHA 
A STARRING ROLE 


“Downsizing” had its local premiere at the Dundee Theater on Friday. At top, Film 
Streams director Rachel Jacobson, left, filmmaker Alexander Payne, actress Hong 
Chau, Warren Buffett and his daughter, Susie. Susie Buffett’s Sherwood Foundation 
bought the Dundee in 2016 for Film Streams, which hosted the premiere. 


ON PAGE 3A 
Three Omaha Steaks 
workers with speaking 
roles see the final cut. 


ON OMAHA.COM 
Check out more photos 
and a video from 
Friday’s premiere. 


COMING SUNDAY 
Read more about the 
Omaha premiere of 
“Downsizing.” 


By Mican MERTES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Omaha isn’t exactly a city 
known for its red carpet movie 
premieres of star-studded studio 
pictures. Unless Alexander Payne 
has a new film out. 

The Oscar-winning Omaha na- 
tive walked the red carpet Friday 
night at the Dundee Theater for 
the local premiere of “Downsiz- 
ing” — the new sci-fi satire star- 
ring Matt Damon that opens na- 
tionwide on Thursday. 

Hundreds attended, includ- 
ing one of the film’s stars. Payne 
brought along Hong Chau, who 
plays Ngoc in “Downsizing.” 

Chau has received quite a bit 
of praise for her role, as well as 
nominations for Golden Globe and 
Screen Actors Guild awards. She’s 
a likely Oscar nominee in the best 
supporting actress category. 

In a movie full of surprises, her 
character and performance might 
be the biggest. 

“She steals the movie,” Payne 
said of Chau. 

This was Chau’s first time in 
Omaha, as she was in none of the 
“Downsizing” scenes shot in the 
city. 

She said she got a kick out of 

See Downsizing: Page 3 
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NU volleyball feam plays for second 
NCAA title in 3 seasons tonight. sports 


SARAH HOFFMAN/THE WORLD-HERALD 


IN-CUSTODY DEATH 


Officers charged in Bearheels case 
will have two different prosecutors 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The two Omaha police officers 
charged in the June death of a 
mentally ill man will have separate 
prosecutors handling their cases. 

Douglas County Attorney Don 
Kleine said Friday that he will 
yield to the Nebraska Attorney 
General’s Office in the prosecution 
of former Omaha Police Officer 
Scotty Payne in connection with 
the June 5 death of Zachary Bear- 
heels. 

The reason: A grand jury, led by 
the Nebraska Attorney General’s 


Office, added a weapon use charge 
to the felony second-degree as- 
sault charge that Kleine had filed 
against Payne. 

Kleine said the Attorney Gener- 
al’s Office will have an advantage 
over his office because its attor- 
neys are intricately aware of the 
testimony before the grand jury, 
which met in secret earlier this 
month. 

At the same time, Kleine will 
continue to prosecute former 
Omaha Police Officer Ryan Mc- 
Clarty on a misdemeanor third-de- 
gree assault charge for punching 


See Bearheels: Page 2 


10 years after recession 


Some cities have made more 
modest recoveries than 
others. Money, Page 8A 


Craft project has purpose 


ANGER OVER EMAIL REVELATIONS 
Trump assails FBI leadership, 
praises local law enforcement 


Upcycle Kids’ decorative 
bottles benefit the Nebraska 
Humane Society. Living 


Omaha forecast 


High: 53 Low: 25 
Mild; some sun Details: 6B 
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QUANTICO, Va. (AP) — Tak- 
ing aim at the credibility of the 
FBI, President Donald Trump un- 
leashed a blistering attack on the 
bureau’s leadership even as he 
praised state and local police of- 
ficers as a bulwark against rising 
violence and crime. 

Trump denounced the bureau 
for its handling of the Hillary Clin- 
ton email investigation, calling it 
“really disgraceful” and continu- 
ing his questioning of intelligence 
and law enforcement institutions. 

“It’s a shame what’s happened 
with the FBI,” the president said. 
“Were going to rebuild the FBI, 


it’ll be bigger and better than ever, 
but it is very sad when you look at 
those documents, and how they’ve 
done that is really, really disgrace- 
ful, and you have a lot of very an- 
gry people that are seeing it.” 

The president’s broadside ap- 
peared to reflect his anger over 
revelations that senior FBI offi- 
cials exchanged anti-Trump and 
pro-Clinton text messages while 
working on last year’s Clinton 
probe and during special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 
into whether Trump associates col- 
luded with Russian officials in the 


See Trump: Page 2 


